
2nd Zurich Conference on Public Finance in Developing Countries
at Zurich Center for Economic Development

University of Zurich, December 18 – 19, 2017

Agenda: Monday, December 18, 2017

10.30 - 11.00 Registration / Coffee(SCR)

11.00 - 13.15 All talks take place in the ECON Seminar Room (ESR)

First Session: Tax Enforcement in Latin America
Bank Non-Secrecy: Taxation and Financial Service Use in Mexico
Presenter: Pierre Bachas, Discussant: Wojchiec Kopczuk
The Response of Salaried Workers to the Personal Income Tax: Evidence from a      
Regression Discontinuity Design in Argentina
Presenter: Dario Tortarolo, Discussant: Federico Tagliati
Wealth Taxation in a Developing Economy: Quasi-Experimental Evidence from Colombia
Presenter: Juliana Londoño-Vélez, Discussant: Matt Collins

13.15 - 14.15 Lunch (SCR)

14.15 – 15.15 "Egg-timer» Session
Giulia Mascagni, Matt Collins, Federico Tagliati, Miguel Almunia, Evan Kresch

15.15 -15.30 Coffee Break (SCR)

15.30 – 17.45 Second Session: VAT and Supply Chains
Tax Systems and Inter-firm Trade: Evidence from the VAT in Brazil
Presenter Joana Naritomi, Discussant: Mike Devereux
Taxation and Supply Chains: Evidence from Value-Added Taxes in West Bengal
Presenter: Lucie Gadenne, Discussant: Nada Eissa
Information, Asymetric Incentives, or Withholding? Understanding Self-Enforcment in the 
Value-Added Tax
Presenter: Mazhar Waseem, Discussant: David Yanagizawa-Drott

17.45 - 18.30 Break, snack, and transfer to location of Keynote address (SCR)

18.30 Keynote Lecture: Michael Keen 
Revenue administration in developing countries; what do we know, what do we need to know? 

Room RAA-G-01 , in the building across the street

20:00 Dinner 

SCR = Senior Common Room, Second Floor, Schönberggasse 1, 8001 Zurich
ESR = ECON Seminar Room, Second Floor SOF-G-21, Schönberggasse 1, 8001 Zurich

http://www.econ.uzh.ch/dam/jcr:d2f71b2c-737d-44bf-b909-4d284c17f6c8/P1.1%20Abstract%20Pierre%20Bachas.pdf
http://www.econ.uzh.ch/dam/jcr:89b19688-0d09-40b7-a124-f40b5935ecde/P1.2%20Abstract%20Dario%20Tortarolo.pdf
http://econ.uzh.ch/dam/jcr:1db4033a-6be7-4e94-b68a-2904fd01cfa8/P1.3%20Abstract%20Juliana%20Londono.pdf
http://econ.uzh.ch/dam/jcr:5aafee26-cdaf-41ef-8fe2-83dab10bedfa/P2.1%20Abstract%20Joana%20Naritomi%20.pdf
http://econ.uzh.ch/dam/jcr:9d694f73-dd97-47f6-ab26-1bfa380f235d/P2.2%20Abstract%20Lucie%20Gadenne.pdf
http://econ.uzh.ch/dam/jcr:e1f29870-9549-444c-acfa-a660f84c9632/P2.3%20Abstract%20Mazhar%20Waseem%20.pdf


Agenda: Tuesday, December 19, 2017

09.00 Arrival / Coffee(SCR)

09.15 -11.30 All talks take place in the ECON Seminar Room (ESR)

Third Session: Firm Taxation and Technology
VAT in Emerging Economies: Does Third Party Verification Matter?
Presenter: Shekhar Mittal, Discussant: Roland Rathelot
The Short- and Medium-Run Effects of Computerized VAT Invoices on the Tax
Payments and Behavior of Large Firms in China
Presenter: Jaya Wen, Discussant: Jim Hines
Using Technology to Improve Governance: Evidence from the Introduction of 
Electronic Tax Filing in Tajikistan
Presenter: Oyebola Okunogbe, Discussant: Giulia Mascagni

11.30– 11.45 Coffee break (SCR)

11.45 – 13.15 Fourth session: Worker Behaviors
The Role of Firms in Workers’ Earnings Responses to Taxes: Evidence from Pakistan
Presenter: Michael Best, Discussant: Florian Scheuer
Unemployment Insurance Schemes and Consumption in Developing Countries:
Evidence from Brazil
Presenter: François Gerard, Discussant: Lorenzo Casaburi

13.15 – 14.15 Lunch (SCR)

14.15 – 15.45 Fifth Session: Public Procurement
Spillover Effects of Public Procurement
Presenter: Dina Pomeranz, Discussant: Miguel Almunia
Why Do Audits Decrease Spending? Evidence from Budget Execution in Brazil
Presenter: Guilherme Lichand, Discussant: Evan Kresch

15:45 – 16.00 Coffee break (SCR)

16.00 – 17.30 Sixth Session: Taxation and Enforcement
Simplified Income taxation of Firms: Evidence from Rwandan Reform
Presenter: Gabriel Tourek, Discussant: Anne Brockmeyer
Firms’ (Mis)reporting Under a Minimum Tax: Evidence from Guatemalan 
Corporate Tax Returns
Presenter: Luis Alejos, Discussant: Nadja Dwenger

17.30 Final note of the organizers

SCR = Senior Common Room, Second Floor, chönberggasse 1, 8001 Zurich
ESR = ECON Seminar Room, Second Floor SF-G-21, Schönberggasse 1, 8001 Zurich

http://econ.uzh.ch/dam/jcr:df84ac1c-112a-4a5f-a5d9-941284ea72da/P3.1%20Abstract%20Shekhar%20Mittal%20.pdf
http://econ.uzh.ch/dam/jcr:630ea2db-66ca-42c7-b672-eefe599e6a90/P3.2%20Abstract%20Nancy%20Qian.pdf
http://econ.uzh.ch/dam/jcr:b78669ec-11e2-4c4e-ab4a-9c1344c8be0d/P3.3%20Abstract%20Oyebola%20Okunogbe.pdf
http://econ.uzh.ch/dam/jcr:6fcb36c1-2cc1-4a08-a14b-18abb74b9a29/P4.1%20Abstract%20Michael%20Best%20.pdf
http://econ.uzh.ch/dam/jcr:924bdc39-ba83-4d0d-a4aa-29f881844aa3/P4.2%20Abstract%20Fran%C3%A7ois%20Gerard.pdf
http://econ.uzh.ch/dam/jcr:a75a7595-97b7-487a-92b7-7a23e88210ba/P5.1%20Abstract%20Dina%20Pomeranz.pdf
http://econ.uzh.ch/dam/jcr:4cfd5f51-4899-497c-b0fa-1ac9b1e4f209/P5.2%20Abstract%20Guilherme%20Lichand.pdf
http://econ.uzh.ch/dam/jcr:48c5f168-11eb-4ec2-8cad-7078c2dbac68/P6.1%20Abstract%20Gabriel%20Tourek.pdf
http://econ.uzh.ch/dam/jcr:6d1ae005-88ec-47f8-b384-e8fd46e4e9f8/P6.2%20Abstract%20Luis%20Alejos.pdf
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