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Ernst Fehr has been Professor of Microeconomics and Experimental Economics at the University of 
Zürich since 1994. He was director of the Institute for Empirical Research in Economics and is pre-
sently chairman of the Department of Economics at the University of Zurich. He has been a Global 
Distinguished Professor at New York University since 2011 and an affiliated faculty member of the 
Department of Economics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology since 2003. He is a former 
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Ernst Fehr was born in Hard (Vorarlberg, Austria) in 1956. He studied Economics at the University of 
Vienna, where he later earned his doctorate and completed his habilitation.  

Ernst Fehr has numerous publications in international top journals including Science, Nature, Neuron, 
American Economic Review, Econometrica, Journal of Political Economy, and the Quarterly Journal of 
Economics. His research focuses on the proximate patterns and the evolutionary origins of human 
altruism and the interplay between social preferences, social norms and strategic interactions. He 
has conducted extensive research on the impact of social preferences on competition, cooperation 
and on the psychological foundations of incentives. More recently he has worked on the role of 
bounded rationality in strategic interactions and on the neurobiological foundations of social and 
economic behavior. Fehr’s work is characterized by the combination of game theoretic tools with 
experimental methods and the use of insights from economics, social psychology, sociology, biology 
and neuroscience for a better understanding of human social behavior.  
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Fehr wurde 1956 in Hard (Vorarlberg, Österreich) geboren. Er studierte Wirtschaft an der Universität 
Wien, wo er später promovierte und habilitierte. 

Fehr veröffentlichte viele Publikationen in international führenden Journals, inkl. Science, Nature, 
Neuron, American Economic Review, Econometrica, Journal of Political Economy und Quarterly Jour-
nal of Economics. Seine Forschungsschwerpunkte sind die unmittelbaren Muster und evolutionären 
Ursprünge des menschlichen Altruismus und das Zusammenspiel zwischen sozialen Präferenzen, 
sozialen Normen und strategischen Interaktionen. Er erforschte ausführlich die Wirkung sozialer Prä-
ferenzen auf Wettbewerb, Kooperation und die psychologischen Grundlagen von Anreizen. Neu er-
arbeitet er die Rolle von beschränkter Rationalität in strategischen Interaktionen und die neurobiolo-
gischen Grundlagen sozialen und wirtschaftlichen Verhaltens. Die Arbeit von Fehr ist durch die Kom-
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wendung von Kenntnissen aus Wirtschaft, sozialer Psychologie, Biologie und Neurowissenschaften 
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